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1
DYNAMIC EXCHANGE OF METADATA

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments presented in this disclosure generally relate
to network communications. More specifically, embodi-
ments disclosed herein relate to communicating metadata
after authentication in an identity federation.

BACKGROUND

Identity federations, such as OpenRoaming, increase the
mobility of devices by allowing the devices to connect to
many different, geographically separated networks. As the
device moves from location to location, the device can
authenticate itself with the federation and be granted access
to the local network. The local network, however, receives
little to none additional information about the device that the
local network can use to better service the device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

So that the manner in which the above-recited features of
the present disclosure can be understood in detail, a more
particular description of the disclosure, briefly summarized
above, may be had by reference to embodiments, some of
which are illustrated in the appended drawings. It is to be
noted, however, that the appended drawings illustrate typical
embodiments and are therefore not to be considered limit-
ing; other equally effective embodiments are contemplated.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an example method in the system
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an example method in the system
of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an example method in the system
of FIG. 1.

To facilitate understanding, identical reference numerals
have been used, where possible, to designate identical
elements that are common to the figures. It is contemplated
that elements disclosed in one embodiment may be benefi-
cially used in other embodiments without specific recitation.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS
Overview

According to an embodiment, a method includes receiv-
ing, at an access node, a connection request from a device
and in response to the connection request, establishing a
connection with an identity provider. The device, the access
node, the local network, and the identity provider are
members of an identity federation. The method also
includes, after the device is authenticated with the identity
provider, sending or receiving, to or from the identity
provider and by the access node, data linking the device to
an item and an owner of the device. Additional embodiments
include an apparatus that performs this method.

EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

This disclosure describes an access node that uses infor-
mation from an identity provider of an identity federation to
provide additional services for a connecting device. For
example, the device may be a wireless network interface
coupled to a shipping container. When the device authenti-
cates itself through the identity provider and connects to the
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2

access node of a local network, the access node may receive
additional information about the device or the shipping
container from the identity provider. For example, the access
node may receive information about an item in the shipping
container, an owner of the shipping container, a digital key
that can unlock the shipping container, and other network
interfaces coupled to the shipping container. The access
node then uses this information to provide additional ser-
vices to the device, the shipping container, and its handlers.
For example, the access node can link the device to the item
in the shipping container or the owner of the shipping
container. As another example, the access node can provide
the key to a handler of the shipping container. As yet another
example, the access node can identify and discard connec-
tion requests from other devices coupled to the shipping
container. Additionally, the access node can notify a suitable
handler to move the shipping container to an appropriate
location. In this manner, the access node is supplied infor-
mation that provides improved services to the device, in
particular embodiments.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example system 100. As seen in FIG.
1, the system 100 includes one or more devices 102, an
access node 106, a network 108, and an identity provider
110. Generally, the devices 102 connect to the network 108
through the access node 106 after performing an authenti-
cation process with the identity provider 110. The identity
provider 110 also communicates additional information
about the device 102 to the access node 106. The access
node 106 may use this information to provide enhanced
services to the device 102. In particular embodiments, the
information provided to the access node 106 allows the
access node 106 to link the device 102 to an item or owner
associated with the device 102. Additionally, the access node
106 uses this information to determine an appropriate han-
dler or other devices associated with the device 102.

The system 100 may include any number of local and
roaming devices 102. Fach device 102 may be any suitable
device for connecting and communicating through the
access node 106. For example, each device 102 may include
an interface through which the device 102 connects and
communicates with the access node 106. The interface may
include any number of radios that connect and communicate
with the access node 106 using any suitable communication
protocol (e.g., WiFi, cellular, Bluetooth, Near-Field, etc.).
When a device 102 is within the range of the access node
106, the device 102 may attempt to connect to the access
node 106. The access node 106 may facilitate authentication
between the device 102 and the identity provider 110. After
the device 102 is authenticated, the access node 106 may
allow the device to send and receive communications over
the network 108 through the access node 106.

In certain embodiments, the device 102 may be coupled
to a container 104. For example, the device 102 may be
coupled to a shipping crate or a shipping box. In some
instances, multiple devices 102 are coupled to the container
104. The device 102 may be attached directly to the con-
tainer 104 (e.g., by adhesives or fasteners). Additionally, or
alternatively, the device 102 may be placed within a separate
container that is coupled to the container 104 (e.g., by
adhesives or fasteners). As the container 104 is moved or
shipped, the device 102 may be moved within range of one
or more access nodes 106. For example, as the container 104
is shipped to different locations, the device 102 may connect
to access nodes 106 at the different shipping locations (e.g.,
ports, warehouses, airports, train or bus stations, etc.) After
the device 102 has been authenticated, the identity provider
110 may provide the access node 106 information about the
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device 102 or the container 104 that allows the access node
106 to provide enhanced services to the device 102.

A container 104 may have multiple devices 102 attached
so that the container 104 may form a connection with many
different types of access nodes 106. For example, an origi-
nator of the container 104 may not know the communication
protocols used by the access nodes 106 on the shipping path
of the container 104. By attaching multiple devices 102 that
communicate over multiple protocols, the originator may
ensure that the container 104 can form connections to
different access nodes 106 along the shipping path of the
container 104.

The device 102 may also be a standalone device as
opposed to a device coupled to a container 104. As an
example and not by way of limitation, the device 102 may
be a computer, a laptop, a wireless or cellular telephone, an
electronic notebook, a personal digital assistant, a tablet, or
any other device capable of receiving, processing, storing, or
communicating information with other components of the
system 100. The device 102 may be a wearable device such
as a virtual reality or augmented reality headset, a smart
watch, or smart glasses. The device 102 may also include a
user interface, such as a display, a microphone, keypad, or
other appropriate terminal equipment usable by the user 102.
The device 102 may include a hardware processor, memory,
or circuitry configured to perform any of the functions or
actions of the device 102 described herein. For example, a
software application designed using software code may be
stored in the memory and executed by the processor to
perform the functions of the device 102. As the device 102
moves from location to location (e.g., as a user transports the
device 102 to different locations), the device 102 may
connect with the access nodes 106 at these locations.

The access node 106 controls access to the network 108.
In some embodiments, the access node 106 may be a part of
the network 108, which may be a local network. As seen in
FIG. 1, the access node 106 includes a processor 112 and a
memory 114, which are configured to perform any of the
functions or actions of the access node 106 described herein.
In particular embodiments, the access node 106 provides
enhanced services to connecting devices 102 based on
information received from the identity provider 110.

The processor 112 is any electronic circuitry, including,
but not limited to microprocessors, application specific
integrated circuits (ASIC), application specific instruction
set processor (ASIP), and/or state machines, that communi-
catively couples to memory 114 and controls the operation
of the access node 106. The processor 112 may be 8-bit,
16-bit, 32-bit, 64-bit or of any other suitable architecture.
The processor 112 may include an arithmetic logic unit
(ALU) for performing arithmetic and logic operations, pro-
cessor registers that supply operands to the AL U and store
the results of ALU operations, and a control unit that fetches
instructions from memory and executes them by directing
the coordinated operations of the ALU, registers and other
components. The processor 112 may include other hardware
that operates software to control and process information.
The processor 112 executes software stored on memory to
perform any of the functions described herein. The processor
112 controls the operation and administration of the access
node 106 by processing information (e.g., information
received from the devices 102, network 108, and memory
114). The processor 112 may be a programmable logic
device, a microcontroller, a microprocessor, any suitable
processing device, or any suitable combination of the pre-
ceding. The processor 112 is not limited to a single process-
ing device and may encompass multiple processing devices.
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The memory 114 may store, either permanently or tem-
porarily, data, operational software, or other information for
the processor 112. The memory 114 may include any one or
a combination of volatile or non-volatile local or remote
devices suitable for storing information. For example, the
memory 114 may include random access memory (RAM),
read only memory (ROM), magnetic storage devices, optical
storage devices, or any other suitable information storage
device or a combination of these devices. The software
represents any suitable set of instructions, logic, or code
embodied in a computer-readable storage medium. For
example, the software may be embodied in the memory 114,
a disk, a CD, or a flash drive. In particular embodiments, the
software may include an application executable by the
processor 112 to perform one or more of the functions
described herein.

The access node 106 broadcasts an identity of the access
node 106 or of the network 108. When a device 102 is within
the broadcast range of the access node 106, the device 102
may attempt to connect to the access node 106 by commu-
nicating a connection request 116 to the access node 106.
The connection request 116 may include an identifier of the
device 102 and an identity of the identity provider 110. In
response to receiving the connection request 116, the access
node 106 may open and establish a connection with the
identity provider 110. For example, the access node may
open a communication tunnel 118 between the device 102
and the identity provider 110. The tunnel 118 may pass
through the access node 106 and the network 108 to the
identity provider 110. In some embodiments, the tunnel 118
is between the access node 106 and the identity provider
110. The device 102 may communicate with the access node
106, and the access node 106 may communicate with the
identity provider 110 through the tunnel 118.

The device 102 may authenticate itself with the identity
provider 110 through the communication tunnel 118. For
example, the device 102 may communicate credentials
directly to the identity provider 110 through the communi-
cation tunnel 118, or the device 102 may communicate
credentials to the access node 106 and the access node 106
may forward those credentials to the identity provider 110
through the tunnel 118. The identity provider 110 may then
then determine whether the credentials match stored creden-
tials. If the credentials match the stored credentials, then the
identity provider 110 may consider the device 102 authen-
ticated. If the credentials do not match the stored credentials,
then the identity provider 110 may consider the device 102
unauthenticated. After the device 102 is authenticated, the
access node 106 may allow the device 102 to send and
receive communications over the network 108 through the
access node 106.

In certain embodiments, the device 102, the access node
106, the network 108, and/or the identity provider 110
belong to an identity federation (e.g., OpenRoaming), which
may be a trusted third party service that enables remote
authentication of a third party device 102 across different
access nodes 106. In these embodiments, the third party
service provides access to the identity provider 110 so the
access node 106 can rely on the identity provider 110 to
authenticate the device 102. For example, when authentica-
tion is needed, the access node 106 may open a secure
communication tunnel 118 between the device 102 and the
identity provider 110 through the network 108. The identity
provider 110 may then authenticate the device 102. For
example, the device 102 may provide credentials (e.g.,
credentials of the device 102) to the identity provider 110.
The identity provider 110 may use these credentials to



US 11,689,919 B2

5

authenticate the device 102. The identity provider 110 may
then provide an application identifier (e.g., a token) enabling
communications to device 102 once it is authenticated. The
identity provider 110 may provide the application identifier
to the access node 106. If an application identifier is pro-
vided to the access node 106, then the access node 106 may
directly use the application identifier or forward it so another
local device (e.g., a handler 130) can initiate a communi-
cation session with the device 102. The access node 106 may
also provide an application identifier (e.g., a token) to the
identity provider 110 after the device 102 is authenticated. In
this sense, metadata may be exchanged bidirectionally
between the access node 106 and the identity provider 110.
If an application identifier is provided to the identity pro-
vider 110, then the latter may directly use the application
identifier or forward it to device 102, so it can initiate a
communication session with a local device (e.g., a handler
130). In this manner, the device 102 may connect to any
access node 106 or network 108 that belongs to the identity
federation. As a result, the device 102 may automatically
and seamlessly connect to these access nodes 106 or net-
works 108 as the device moves or roams between these
separate networks 108. Additionally, the access nodes 106
and networks 108 that belong to the identity federation do
not need to store and maintain the credentials of the device
102.

After the device 102 is authenticated, the identity provider
110 provides additional information about the device 102 to
the access node of 106 so that the access node 106 may
provide enhanced services to the device 102. The access
node 106 receives metadata 120 from the identity provider
110. The metadata 120 may include any suitable information
about the device 102. The access node 106 may use the
metadata 120 to generate links 122 for the device 102.

For example, the metadata 120 may identify an item 124
in the container 104 to which the device 102 is coupled. The
metadata 120 may also identify an owner 126 of the device
102 or the container 104. The access node 106 may use this
information to generate a link 122 that links the device 102
to the item 124 or the owner 126 or the container 104. In this
manner, the access node 106 may determine the item 124 in
the container 104 or the owner 126 of the container 104
based on the connections with the device 102 and the
identity provider 110. If the container 104 is unmarked or if
there is no record that indicates the contents and owner of
the container 104, the access node 106 is still provided with
that information after the device 102 connects with the
access node 106.

In some embodiments, the metadata 120 may include
additional information about the device 102. For example,
the metadata 120 may include a key 128 (e.g., a digital key).
The key 128 may be used to unlock a digital lock on the
container 104 to which the device 102 is coupled. The access
node 106 may communicate the key 128 to a handler of the
container 104 so that the handler can unlock and open the
container 104. In this manner, an owner of the container 104
may be reasonably assured that the key 128 to the container
104 is being sent to a handler of the container 104, and not
to a malicious user.

As another example, the metadata 120 may identify a
handler 130 of the device 102 or the container 104. The
access node 106 may use this information to notity the
handler 130 of a location of the container 104. Additionally,
the access node 106 may notify the handler 130 of where the
container 104 should be moved. The access node 106 may
generate and communicate a notification of 136 to the
handler 130 to instruct the handler 130 of where to move the
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container 104. In response, the handler 130 may move the
container 104 to the indicated location. For example, the
handler 130 may move the container 104 to a station where
the container 104 will be shipped to its next location. In
some embodiments, the access node 106 may restrict com-
munications for the device 102 after the device 102 is
authenticated so that the device 102 may communicate only
with the handler 130. In particular embodiments, the meta-
data 120 may not include an identifier of the handler 130, but
the access node 106 may infer or determine the handler 130
based on other information (e.g., the identity provider 110,
the item 124, or the owner 126). In certain embodiments, the
portion of the metadata 120 that identifies the handler 130 is
communicated separate from other portions of the metadata
120. For example, the access node 106 may first commu-
nicate an identifier for an owner 138 of the access node 106
to the identity provider 110. The identity provider 110 may
then communicate the identifier for the handler 130 to the
access node 106.

As another example, the metadata 120 may identify a
device 132. The identified device 132 may be a second
device 132 that is coupled to the same container 104 as the
device 102. The device 132 may communicate with the
access node 106 over a different communication protocol
than the device 102. For example, the device 102 may
communicate with the access node 106 over WiFi while the
device 132 communicates with the access node 106 over
cellular. The access node 106 may use this information to
identify connection requests from devices that are coupled to
the same container 104. Once one device 102 has been
authenticated and is connected with the access node 106, the
access node 106 may ignore or discard connection requests
from the other device 132. For example, after a device 102
has been authenticated and connected to the access node
106, the access node 106 may receive a connection request
134 from the device 132 that is coupled to the same
container 104 as the device 102. The access node 106 may
determine that the connection request 134 is from the device
132 and, based on the metadata 120, that the device 132 is
linked with the device 102. In response, the access node 106
may ignore, discard or accept the connection request 134
without performing another, separate authentication process.
In this manner, the access node 106 efficiently handles
connection requests from devices 102 that are coupled to the
same container 104. As another example, if the container
104 is moved to an area covered by another access node 106
within the same network 108 that communicates using a
communication protocol or standard supported by the device
132 but not the device 102, then the device 132 may connect
to this other access node 106 without performing another,
separate authentication process. Instead, the other access
node 106 may determine that the device 132 is coupled to
the same container 104 as the device 102 and treat the device
132 as authenticated. For example, the access node 106 may
store the metadata 120, including the identifier for the device
132, in other locations on the network 108 (e.g., a database).
The other access nodes 106 on the network may access these
other locations on the network 108 to retrieve the metadata
120 and to determine, for example, that the device 132 is
linked to the device 102. In this manner, the access nodes
106 can perform a handover operation across different
communication protocols or standards.

Any number of devices 102 may be attached to the
container 104. FEach device 102 may support a different
communication protocol. In this manner, an owner of the
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container 104 may be reasonably assured that the container
104 can connect to every location along the container’s 104
shipping path.

In embodiments where the device 102 is not attached to
a container 104 (e.g., embodiments where the device 102 is
a standalone device such as a laptop or mobile phone), the
access node 106 may still use the information in the meta-
data 120 to provide enhanced services to the device 102. For
example, the access node 106 may determine from the
metadata 120 that the owner 126 of the device 102 is an
employee of a company that owns the access node 106. In
response, the access node 106 may provide improved data
speeds or bandwidth to the device 102. As another example,
the access node 106 may determine from the metadata 120
that the device 102 has a particular manufacturer or is a
particular model. In response, the access node 106 may
provision additional communication resources to the device
102.

In particular embodiments, the identity provider 110
communicates the metadata 120 in-band with the commu-
nication tunnel 118 and out-of-band with the information
used to authenticate the device 102. In this manner, the
security of the metadata 120 is improved, because the same
communication tunnel 118 used to communicate the authen-
tication credentials is used to communicate the metadata 120
(although out-of-band with the credentials).

In particular embodiments, the access node 106 commu-
nicates to the identity provider 110 an identifier of an owner
138 of the access node 106 after the device 102 has
authenticated itself with the identity provider 110. In this
manner, the identity provider 110 is notified of the owner
138 of the access node 106 or the network 108 to which the
device 102 is connected. Based on this information, the
identity provider 110 may determine a location or current
handler of the device 102 or the container 104. For example,
the identity provider 110 may identify a handler 130 for the
container 104 that is an employee of the owner 138. The
identity provider 110 may then communicate the identifier of
the handler 130 to the access node 106.

The network 108 is any suitable network operable to
facilitate communication between the components of the
system 100. The network 108 may include any intercon-
necting system capable of transmitting audio, video, signals,
data, messages, or any combination of the preceding. The
network 108 may include all or a portion of a public
switched telephone network (PSTN), a public or private data
network, a local area network (LAN), a metropolitan area
network (MAN), a wide area network (WAN), a local,
regional, or global communication or computer network,
such as the Internet, a wireline or wireless network, an
enterprise intranet, or any other suitable communication
link, including combinations thereof, operable to facilitate
communication between the components.

In this manner, the metadata 120 allows the access node
106 to dynamically segment the network 108. For example,
if the access node 106 were located in a warehouse or port,
after a device 102 connects and authenticates, the metadata
120 may allow the network node 106 to determine the type
of the device 102, the type of the container 104 coupled to
the device 102, an item in the container 104, the owner of the
container 104, who or what should discover or handle the
container 104 or the device 102, how to unlock the container
104, or where the container 104 should be moved. These
determinations may improve the handling and tracking of
the container 104, especially if the warehouse or port is
unmanned.
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FIG. 2 is a flowchart of an example method 200 in the
system 100 of FIG. 1. The access node 106 performs the
method 200. In particular embodiments, by performing the
method 200, the access node 106 provides enhanced ser-
vices to a connecting device 102.

In block 202, the access node 106 receives a communi-
cation request 116 from a wireless device 102. The device
102 may be attached to a container 104. The device 102 may
have communicated the connection request 116 when the
device 102 moved within the broadcast range of the access
node 106. The connection request 116 may include an
identifier of the device 102 and an identifier of an identity
provider 110.

In block 204, the access node 106 establishes a commu-
nication tunnel 118. The communication tunnel 118 may be
between the device 102 and the identity provider 110. In
some embodiments, the communication tunnel 118 may be
between the access node 106 and the identity provider 110.
The access node 106 may establish the communication
tunnel 118 using information in the connection request 116.
After the tunnel 118 is established, the device 102 may
authenticate itself with the identity provider 110 through the
tunnel 118. After the device 102 is authenticated, the access
node 106 may allow the device 102 to communicate over a
network 108 through the access node 106.

After the device 102 is authenticated with the identity
provider 110, the identity provider 110 may communicate
metadata 120 to the access node 106. In block 206, the
access node 106 sends or receives the metadata 120 to or
from the identity provider 110. The metadata 120 may
include information about the device 102 or container 104 to
which the device 102 is coupled. The access node 106 may
use the information in the metadata 120 to provide enhanced
services to the device 102 or the container 104. For example,
the metadata 120 may identify an item 124 in the container
104 or owner 126 of the container 104. As another example,
the metadata 120 may include a key 128 that could be used
to unlock the container 104. As yet another example, the
metadata 120 may include an identifier of a handler 130 for
the container 104. The metadata 120 may also include an
identifier of a second device 132 that is coupled to the same
container 104 as the device 102.

In block 208, the access node 106 generates a link 122
between the device 102 and the item 124 or the owner 126.
In this manner, the access node 106 may determine the item
124 in the container 104 or owner 126 of the container 104
based solely on the connection with the device 102.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an example method 300 in the
system 100 of FIG. 1. The access node 106 may perform the
method 300 after the method 200 in FIG. 2. In particular
embodiments, by performing the method 300, the access
node 106 efficiently handles connection requests from mul-
tiple devices 102 that are coupled to the same container 104.

In block 302, the access node 106 receives a second
connection request 134 from a second device 132. The
second connection request 134 may include an identifier of
the second device 132 that sent the connection request 134.
The access node 106 may use this information to determine
whether the second device 132 is coupled to the same
container 104 as the previous device 102 that sent the
connection request 116 in the method 200 of FIG. 2. For
example, the access node 106 may use the previously
communicated metadata 120 to see if that metadata 120
includes an identifier of the second device 132.

In block 304, the access node 106 determines whether the
second device 132 that sent the connection request 134 is
linked to the previous device 102 that sent the connection
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request 116, for example, by determining whether the meta-
data 120 includes an identifier of the second device 132 If so,
then the access node 106 determines that the second device
132 is linked to the previous device 102 and is coupled to the
same container 104 as the device 102. If the metadata 120
did not include an identifier for the second device 132, then
the access node 106 proceeds to block 204 in block 306.
Stated differently, the access node 106 authenticates the
second device 132 by establishing a tunnel 118 between the
identity provider 110 and the second device 132. If the
metadata included an identifier for the second device 132,
then the access node 106 establishes a connection with the
second device 132 in block 308. The access node 106 may
not require the second device 132 to perform a separate
authentication process.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an example method 400 in the
system 100 of FIG. 1. The access node 106 performs the
method 400. The method 400 may be performed after the
method 200 in FIG. 2. In particular embodiments, by per-
forming the method 400, the access node 106 provides
enhanced services to a connecting device 102.

In block 402, the access node 106 identifies an owner 138
of the access node 106. For example, if the access node 106
is located in a warehouse, then the owner 138 may be an
owner of the warehouse. As another example, if the access
node 106 is located in an airport, then the owner 138 may be
a company that owns the network infrastructure in the
airport. In block 404, the access node 106 communicates the
identity of the owner 138 to the identity provider 110. The
identity provider 110 may use this information to determine
an entity that is holding the container 104. The identity
provider 110 may then determine a suitable handler 130 for
the container 104 and communicate the identifier for the
handler 130 to the access node 106. As a result, the access
node 106 may communicate the identifier of the handler 130
separate from the other portions of the metadata 120.

In block 406, the access node 106 determines the handler
130. In certain embodiments, the metadata 120 includes an
identifier of the handler 130 and the access node 106 uses
this identifier to identify the handler 130. In some embodi-
ments, the access node 106 uses other information to infer
or determine the handler 130. For example, the access node
106 may use an identity of the identity provider 110, the item
124, or the owner 126 to determine a suitable handler 130.
The handler 130 may be an individual who is responsible for
moving and maintaining the container 104 to which a
connecting device 102 is attached.

In block 408, the access node 106 communicates a
notification 136 to the handler 130. The notification 136 may
inform the handler 130 of the container 104. For example,
the notification 136 may include an identifier (e.g., a code)
on the container 104. The notification 136 may also include
a location of the container 134 or dimensions of the con-
tainer 104. As another example, the notification 136 may
include a picture of the container 134. Additionally, the
notification 136 may inform or instruct the handler 130
where to move the container 104.

In summary, an access node 106 exchanges information
with an identity provider 110 of an identity federation to
provide additional services for a connecting device 102.
When the device 102 authenticates itself through the identity
provider 110 and connects to the access node 106, the access
node 106 may receive additional information about the
device 102 or the container 104 from the identity provider
110. For example, the access node 106 may receive infor-
mation about an item 124 in the container 104, an owner 126
of the container 104, a digital key 128 that can unlock the
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container 104, and other devices 132 coupled to the con-
tainer 104. The access node 106 then uses this information
to provide additional services to the device 102 and the
container 104. For example, the access node 106 can link the
device 102 to the item 124 in the container 104 or the owner
126 of the container 104. As another example, the access
node 106 can provide the key 128 to a handler 130 of the
container 104. As yet another example, the access node 106
can identify and allow connections from the other devices
132. Additionally, the access node 106 can notity a suitable
handler 130 to move the container 104 to an appropriate
location. In this manner, the access node 106 is supplied
information that can be used to provide enhanced services to
the device 102, in particular embodiments.

In the current disclosure, reference is made to various
embodiments. However, the scope of the present disclosure
is not limited to specific described embodiments. Instead,
any combination of the described features and elements,
whether related to different embodiments or not, is contem-
plated to implement and practice contemplated embodi-
ments. Additionally, when elements of the embodiments are
described in the form of “at least one of A and B,” it will be
understood that embodiments including element A exclu-
sively, including element B exclusively, and including ele-
ment A and B are each contemplated. Furthermore, although
some embodiments disclosed herein may achieve advan-
tages over other possible solutions or over the prior art,
whether or not a particular advantage is achieved by a given
embodiment is not limiting of the scope of the present
disclosure. Thus, the aspects, features, embodiments and
advantages disclosed herein are merely illustrative and are
not considered elements or limitations of the appended
claims except where explicitly recited in a claim(s). Like-
wise, reference to “the invention” shall not be construed as
a generalization of any inventive subject matter disclosed
herein and shall not be considered to be an element or
limitation of the appended claims except where explicitly
recited in a claim(s).

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, the
embodiments disclosed herein may be embodied as a sys-
tem, method or computer program product. Accordingly,
embodiments may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, embodiments may take the form of
a computer program product embodied in one or more
computer readable medium(s) having computer readable
program code embodied thereon.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, includ-
ing but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable,
RF, etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
embodiments of the present disclosure may be written in any
combination of one or more programming languages,
including an object oriented programming language such as
Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural
programming languages, such as the “C” programming
language or similar programming languages. The program
code may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on
the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software package,
partly on the user’s computer and partly on a remote
computer or entirely on the remote computer or server. In the
latter scenario, the remote computer may be connected to the
user’s computer through any type of network, including a
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local area network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or
the connection may be made to an external computer (for
example, through the Internet using an Internet Service
Provider).

Aspects of the present disclosure are described herein
with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block dia-
grams of methods, apparatuses (systems), and computer
program products according to embodiments presented in
this disclosure. It will be understood that each block of the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, and combina-
tions of blocks in the flowchart illustrations and/or block
diagrams, can be implemented by computer program
instructions. These computer program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the block(s) of the flowchart illustrations and/or block
diagrams.

These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer,
other programmable data processing apparatus, or other
device to function in a particular manner, such that the
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro-
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement the function/act specified in the block(s) of the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other device to cause a series of operational steps
to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable data processing appara-
tus, or other device provide processes for implementing the
functions/acts specified in the block(s) of the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams.

The flowchart illustrations and block diagrams in the
Figures illustrate the architecture, functionality, and opera-
tion of possible implementations of systems, methods, and
computer program products according to various embodi-
ments. In this regard, each block in the flowchart illustra-
tions or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of code, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical function
(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative imple-
mentations, the functions noted in the block may occur out
of the order noted in the Figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in
the reverse order, depending upon the functionality
involved. It will also be noted that each block of the block
diagrams and/or flowchart illustrations, and combinations of
blocks in the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustrations,
can be implemented by special purpose hardware-based
systems that perform the specified functions or acts, or
combinations of special purpose hardware and computer
instructions.

In view of the foregoing, the scope of the present disclo-
sure is determined by the claims that follow.

We claim:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, at an access node of a local network, a con-
nection request from a device;
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in response to the connection request, establishing a
connection with an identity provider, wherein the
device, the access node, the local network, and the
identity provider are members of an identity federation;
and

after the device is authenticated with the identity provider,
sending or receiving, to or from the identity provider
and by the access node, data linking the device to an
item or an owner of the device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the data is received
in-band with the connection and out-of-band with informa-
tion used to authenticate the device.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, at the access node, a second connection request
from a second device over a protocol different from a
protocol used to receive the connection request;

determining, at the access node and based on the data, that
the second device is linked to the item; and

in response to determining that the second device is linked
to the item, establishing a connection with the second
device without authenticating the second device.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the device is coupled

to a container that holds the item.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein the data comprises a
key to unlock a lock on the container.
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising communi-
cating, by the access node, a notification about the item
based on an identification of a handler in the data.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising communi-
cating, by the access node and to the identity provider, data
identifying an owner of the access node after the device is
authenticated with the identity provider.
8. An apparatus comprising:
a memory; and
a hardware processor communicatively coupled to the
memory, the hardware processor configured to:
receive a connection request from a device;
in response to the connection request, establish a con-
nection with an identity provider, wherein the device
and the identity provider are members of an identity
federation; and

after the device is authenticated with the identity pro-
vider, send or receive, to or from the identity pro-
vider, data linking the device to an item or an owner
of the device.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the data is received
in-band with the connection and out-of-band with informa-
tion used to authenticate the device.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the hardware
processor is further configured to:

receive a second connection request from a second device
over a protocol different from a protocol used to receive
the connection request;

determine, based on the data, that the second device is
linked to the item; and

in response to determining that the second device is linked
to the item, establish a connection with the second
device without authenticating the second device.

11. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the device is

coupled to a container that holds the item.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the data comprises
a key to unlock a lock on the container.

13. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the hardware
processor is further configured to communicate a notifica-
tion about the item based on an identification of a handler in
the data.
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14. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the hardware
processor is further configured to communicate, to the
identity provider, data identifying an owner of the apparatus
after the device is authenticated with the identity provider.

15. An access node comprising:

a memory; and

a hardware processor communicatively coupled to the

memory, the hardware processor configured to:

in response to a connection request from a device,
establish, a connection with an identity provider,
wherein the device and the identity provider are
members of an identity federation; and

after the device is authenticated with the identity pro-
vider, link, based on data from the identity provider,
the device to an item and an owner of the device.

16. The access node of claim 15, wherein the data is
received in-band with the connection and out-of-band with
information used to authenticate the device.
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17. The access node of claim 15, wherein the hardware
processor is further configured to:

receive a second connection request from a second device

over a protocol different from a protocol used to receive
the connection request;

determine, based on the data, that the second device is

linked to the item; and

in response to determining that the second device is linked

to the item, establish a connection with the second
device without authenticating the second device.

18. The access node of claim 15, wherein the device is
coupled to a container that holds the item.

19. The access node of claim 18, wherein the data
comprises a key to unlock a lock on the container.

20. The access node of claim 15, wherein the hardware
processor is further configured to communicate a notifica-
tion about the item based on an identification of a handler in
the data.
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