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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING
CONFIDENCE IN AN ORACLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to systems and methods for
verifying data to provide confidence in an oracle associated
with a distributed ledger.

BACKGROUND

Blockchain systems have been proposed for a variety of
application scenarios, including applications in the financial
industry, health care, Internet of Things (IoT), and so forth.
With the development of new technologies, distributed
ledger platforms and systems, such as blockchains, are
useful for storing data in an immutable and attestable
manner. For example, users of cryptocurrency can utilize a
distributed ledger system to keep track of transactions by
storing such transaction data across a network of disparate
computing systems that are not under the central command
of a single server and/or authority. Without a central com-
mand server and/or authority, the computing systems oper-
ating within the network can be considered trustless in the
sense that the computing systems are acting independently.
To ensure the consistency of the data across the distributed
ledger system network, computing systems operating within
the distributed ledger system network will utilize a shared
consensus mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a Web3 model for utilizing,
supporting, and/or providing Web3 services, according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting a distributed ledger
for performing or supporting various operations in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a system for verifying data,
according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart depicting a method for verifying
data, according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a computing or networking
apparatus, according to an example embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS
Overview

Presented herein are techniques for verifying data.
According to one aspect a computer-implemented method
involves obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set related to
a first smart contract associated with a distributed ledger.
The method further involves obtaining a plurality of data
sets from a plurality of sources, wherein at least one of the
plurality of sources is an out-of-band source. The method
further involves generating a confidence level of the first
data set for validating the first data set, based on comparing
the first data set to the plurality of data sets. The method
further involves storing the first data set in the distributed
ledger based on the confidence level indicating that the
plurality of data sets concurs with the first data set. The
method further involves performing a remedial action with-
out storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on
the confidence level indicating a discrepancy between the
plurality of data sets and the first data set.
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2

Example Embodiments

An oracle is an independent entity or service that can
interface with a distributed ledger, such as a blockchain.
Oracles can be considered as a gateway between a distrib-
uted ledger and the rest of the world. For example, a smart
contract or decentralized application may obtain data as
input including: a price of a particular commodity or stock,
a temperature reading, or a vehicle identification number.
The oracle can provide the mechanism by which that data is
provided to the smart contract and ultimately written to the
distributed ledger.

An underlying assumption may be made that the data
obtained by the oracle from outside data sources can be
relied upon meaning that the integrity of the data can be
guaranteed. This assumption can be a weakness in these
types of systems. Oracles can be a vital component in these
types of systems and given the pivotal nature of an oracles,
oracles can be potentially subject to exploitation. Threat
actors may look to target the data being supplied to the
oracle. If the data is compromised, the smart contract may
execute on false assumptions or false data, when in reality
the criteria for the smart contract to execute may not have
been met.

The solutions presented herein introduce a verifier to a
system with a smart contract and a distributed ledger that
relies upon an oracle to obtain data. Instead of assuming that
the data obtained by an oracle can be trusted, an assumption
is made that data provided by an oracle could be compro-
mised, and therefore, cannot be trusted until verified as
being accurate. Before consuming the data obtained by an
oracle at a smart contract and a distributed ledger, a vali-
dation process can be performed combining a random selec-
tion of local and remote trusted verifiers. This technique can
be referred to as a side-channel verification and can generate
and maintain trust in the data from the oracle before it is
provided to a smart contract.

A data set can be provided to the oracle from a data
source. The verifier can then query at random, a subset of the
trusted verifiers. Each of the subsets of trusted verifiers can
obtain data from a separate data source. If the same data is
returned from the verifiers as the data that was provided to
the oracle, then confidence is increased that the data pro-
vided to the oracle is valid or true. If some or all of the
trusted verifiers report a result which is at conflict with the
data provided to the oracle, then the system has a strong
signal that corrupt or false data is being provided or that
some form of compromise has taken place, enabling reme-
dial action to be taken. In one or more example embodi-
ments, data is validated before the smart contract receives
data from the oracle and/or before the data is written to the
distributed ledger.

Smart contracts can be described as computer programs
that are intended to automatically execute, control, or docu-
ment relevant events and actions according to the terms of
a contract or an agreement. The contract can be expressed as
‘code’—including if/then statements, functions, and other
programming that automates the actions specified in a
contract. A distributed ledger can support smart contract
capabilities by enabling the smart contract’s state machine to
read from, and store state to, the distributed ledger. Smart
contracts can be short-lived, performing a particular action
and subsequently becoming redundant. They may also be
long-lived, operating repeatedly in reaction to calls being
made to the smart contract code.

Smart contracts can execute in a Web3 environment. The
term “Web3” denotes a collection of technologies and net-
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work models that collectively provide a decentralized
approach in contrast to the prevailing centralized model of
systems and solutions. In a centralized model, services are
provided at the discretion of a single administrative entity.
Conversely, in a decentralized model, services are delivered
through the collaborative efforts of various administrative
entities without a singular point of ownership or control. The
primary objective of Web3 is to facilitate the creation of
services composed of logical infrastructure offered by
diverse administrative entities.

In such an environment, a set of technologies is used to
establish trust and assurance concerning the operation and
execution of services. This entails fostering trust and assur-
ance among administrative entities offering logical infra-
structure, as well as ensuring trust and assurance for the
users of the resulting services. This set of technologies may
encompass distributed ledgers, consensus mechanisms, pay-
ment methods for service exchanges, decentralized proto-
cols, and smart contracts. These technologies work in tan-
dem to enable the development of applications and services.

In a Web3 paradigm, a smart contract can execute using
distributed ledger technology (DLT). DLT may be an
append-only distributed data structure that includes authen-
ticity and integrity features in which updates (inserts) be
accepted via a consensus mechanism among validators.
Validators may refer to blockchain contribution nodes that
run a block consensus protocol. Blockchains refer to a type
of DLT wherein the underlying data structure includes a
hash chain of blocks of data. Contribution nodes are a
component of a distributed ledger that provide compute,
storage, and/or bandwidth services for running a DLT,
blockchain, or other decentralized service. In DLT, contri-
bution tokens may be a unit of value bound to the action of
contributing to a peer-to-peer network running the DLT or
blockchain; value tokens may store value and can be traded
as assets. In the context of Web3, a smart contract may
include a computer program that is configured to automati-
cally execute, control, or document relevant events and
actions according to the terms of a contract or agreement. A
DLT may implement smart contracts by including a state
machine that can be updated via DLT updates. A DLT may
interface with one or more oracles, which are independent
entities that provide information into and/or out of the ledger
from an external source or sources. A distributed application
(dApp) may run on a blockchain using a DLT to store state,
and can utilize smart contract technology. Thus, a dApp is
distributed in the sense that a dApp does not use a single
central server as a service core.

Embodiments will now be described in detail with refer-
ence to the Figures. Reference is now made to FIG. 1. FIG.
1 is a block diagram of a Web3 model 100 utilizing,
supporting, and/or providing Web3 services while also inter-
acting with a verifier 107, according to an example embodi-
ment.

Web3 model 100 has various layers, including Web3
applications 102, smart contracts 103, a frontend code 104,
an identity and key management 106, a verifier 107 that is
part of a decentralized services 108, an oracle 109, a
distributed ledger 110, and an infrastructure 112. A data
source 114 can be located outside of the Web3 model 100.
It should be appreciated that these layers are examples that
are provided for the sake of clarity, and may not indicate any
particular network topology. The Web3 model 100 can
provide Web3 services some of which may interact with the
verifier 107 for obtaining data from outside of the Web3
model 100. The verifier 107 can provide the data to the smart
contracts 103 which in turn provide the data to the distrib-
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4

uted ledger 110. In one example, the distributed ledger 110
can obtain data from the verifier 107. The verifier 107 can
receive data from the oracle 109 that receives data from the
data source 114. The data source 114 can be outside of the
network used by the Web3 model 100. The verifier 107 can
verify the data from the oracle by comparing the data to data
obtained from other data sources. The verifier 107 can
generate a trust score related to the data after comparing the
data to the data obtained from other data sources. If the trust
score is low or below a certain threshold, then the data may
not be provided to the smart contracts 103 and the distrib-
uted ledger 110. If the trust score is high, then the data can
be provided to the smart contracts 103 and the distributed
ledger 110.

Web3 applications 102 may include one or more Web3
services that provide utility to end-users. These Web3 ser-
vices may encompass a wide range of user experiences, use
cases, and applications that leverage the benefits of decen-
tralized technologies, and may not be limited to strictly
Web3 environments. Some of the prominent use cases and
applications may include the smart contracts 103, single or
multi-player games, virtual meeting environments, online
collaboration tools, social media platforms, collectibles,
augmented reality applications, virtual reality applications,
cryptocurrency platforms, and the like. It is important to
note that while these experiences and use cases can be
facilitated by Web3 technologies, they are not exclusively
dependent on Web3 and can be implemented in other
contexts as well.

Frontend code layer for Web3 applications 102 may refer
to the application code that runs on client devices, enabling
the user interface and interaction with decentralized services
108. This code can use various languages, such as
JavaScript®, Hypertext Markup Language (HTML), and/or
Cascading Style Sheets (CSS). Frontend code 104 can
provide the functionality to interact with decentralized net-
works, access smart contracts, and handle user interactions.
Frontend code 104 may include frameworks and libraries
that can be utilized to build scalable and modular Web3
front-end applications (e.g., Web3 applications of Web3
application layer). In some embodiments, the frontend code
104 provides the structure and content of Web pages, such
as user interface elements, including text, buttons, forms,
and containers. Frontend code 104 can be configured to
provide any desired colors, fonts, layouts, and/or other
visual properties of a user interface. Thus, frontend code 104
may enable the creation of dynamic and interactive user
interfaces, facilitating the integration of decentralized func-
tionality, and providing the particular user experience when
interacting with Web3 services on client devices.

Identity and key management 106 provides an infrastruc-
ture for managing user identities, cryptographic keys,
accounts, certificates, and signing operations within decen-
tralized applications. Identity and key management 106 may
ensure secure and reliable authentication, authorization, and
cryptographic operations. In some embodiments, identity
and key management 106 manages wallets, which are soft-
ware applications that enable users to securely store and
manage their cryptographic keys. These wallets typically
employ strong encryption techniques to safeguard private
keys and provide convenient interfaces for users to interact
with their accounts and assets on decentralized networks.
Identity and key management 106 may manage crypto-
graphic keys, which are used for various purposes, including
identity verification, digital signatures, encryption, and/or
access control. Web3 identity systems often utilize public-
key cryptography, where users possess a private key for
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signing transactions or providing proof of identity, and a
corresponding public key for verification purposes. In some
embodiments, identity and key management 106 manages
Web3 accounts that are associated with specific identities or
entities on decentralized networks. The accounts can be
linked to cryptographic key pairs and may serve as the
primary mechanism of interaction and ownership within the
Web3 ecosystem. Accounts enable users to access and
manage their assets, interact with smart contracts, and
participate in network activities. Identity and key manage-
ment 106 may manage certificates for enhancing trust and
security. Certificates can serve as digital credentials that bind
a user’s identity to their cryptographic keys, enabling veri-
fication and validation of identities in decentralized envi-
ronments. Certificates can be issued by trusted authorities or
implemented through decentralized identity frameworks. In
some embodiments, identity and key management 106 per-
forms signing operations, which may involve using crypto-
graphic keys to generate digital signatures. In Web3 envi-
ronments, signing is used to ensure data integrity, non-
repudiation, and/or secure transactions. By signing
messages or transactions with their private keys, users can
prove ownership and provide cryptographic proof of authen-
ticity and integrity.

Decentralized services 108 includes multiple disparate
entities collaborating to offer various services. These ser-
vices may include distributed document storage, tokeniza-
tion, proof-of-existence, distributed computation-as-a-ser-
vice, distributed communications-as-a-service, distributed
ledger indexing and querying, and/or payment and exchange
of value. Distributed document storage enables decentral-
ized storage of files across a network of nodes, ensuring data
availability and resilience. Tokenization represents real-
world assets or rights as digital tokens, enabling fractional
ownership and transferability. Proof-of-existence allows
users to prove the integrity and timestamped existence of
digital assets. Distributed computation-as-a-service may
employ collective computational power for complex tasks,
whereas distributed communications-as-a-service may
facilitate secure and private communication without central-
ized intermediaries. Distributed ledger indexing and query-
ing can provide access to data on distributed ledgers. Pay-
ment and exchange systems enable decentralized
transactions using blockchain technology.

The oracle 109 can be a layer that is part of the Web3
model 100 that is able to access data from outside of the
world or network of the blockchain. In one form, the oracle
provides for accessing data from a world outside a block-
chain by the distributed ledger 110 that interact with the
oracle. The oracle may obtain data from the outside world
(external to the distributed ledger 110) and put it or write it
into a blockchain for other smart contracts to consume. The
oracle may be capable of receiving data from the data source
114. The oracle can send or receive data from locations
outside of the world or network of the blockchain. Receiving
data from outside of the world or network of the blockchain
can be described as out-of-band communications. The out-
of-band communications can be using networks and network
protocols other than those used between a smart contract and
a distributed ledger. The out-of-band communications can
be over the internet, a data network, a cellular network, or
a local access network.

Distributed ledger 110 may employ one or more distrib-
uted ledgers that include various components and mecha-
nisms to establish trust and assurance between entities in a
decentralized environment. Distributed ledger 110 may
include distributed ledger technologies, consensus mecha-
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nisms, layer 1 and layer 2 ledgers, rollups, zero-knowledge
proofs, sharding, smart contract code, smart contract execu-
tion engines, contribution nodes, validator nodes, peer-to-
peer (P2P) communications protocols, contribution tokens,
and oracles. Distributed ledger technologies enable the
decentralized storage and management of data across a
network of nodes, and consensus mechanisms ensure agree-
ment on the state of the ledger among participating nodes.
Layer 1 features utilize methods such as changing the
consensus mechanism, forking the chain, and sharding. In
contrast, layer 2 services include state channels, nested
blockchains, rollups, and sidechains. Rollups may aggregate
and process transactions off-chain before committing the
transactions to the main chain. Zero-knowledge proofs
enable privacy-preserving and verifiable computations.
Sharding elements partition the network into smaller groups,
enhancing scalability. Smart contract code represents self-
executing agreements on the ledger, while smart contract
execution engines handle the processing and validation of
these contracts. Distributed ledger 110 may include contri-
bution nodes and validator nodes that maintain and secure
the network. In some embodiments, peer to peer (P2P)
communications protocols facilitate decentralized commu-
nication between nodes. Distributed ledger 110 utilizes
contribution tokens to incentivize participation and contri-
bution within the network. In some embodiments, distrib-
uted ledger 110 includes one or more oracles to provide
external data and real-world information to smart contracts
or other distributed applications.

Infrastructure 112 may include a set of components that
form the hardware and/or software that supports decentral-
ized services 108 and models, which may be substantially
similar to those found in centralized systems. Infrastructure
112 can include compute resources, network infrastructure,
telecommunications capabilities, bandwidth availability,
processing capacity, hosting services, access mechanisms,
security measures, and software frameworks. Compute
resources may include the hardware and software for data
processing and  storage such as  processor(s),
microprocessor(s) and memory. Network infrastructure
enables the connectivity and communication between nodes
in the decentralized network, and other telecommunication
elements may be responsible for the exchange of data and
information across different network endpoints. Hosting
services can support the deployment and management of
decentralized applications and services. Access mechanisms
may be provided to enable users to interact with the decen-
tralized infrastructure of various components of Web3
model 100 and its various services. Security measures may
be provided to protect data, privacy, and network integrity.
Software frameworks may provide the tools and libraries for
developing and running Web3 applications in Web3 appli-
cation layer.

With reference now to FIG. 2, a block diagram is provided
depicting a distributed ledger 200 for performing or sup-
porting various operations in accordance with an example
embodiment. The distributed ledger 200 can write data or
information from a data source 202 to the distributed ledger
200 in blocks. The data from the data source 202 can be
obtained by an oracle 204 and can pass through a verifier
206 before being written to the distributed ledger 200. As
depicted, there are three blocks, block N (205), block N+1
(210), and block N+2 (215). It should be appreciated that
this depiction of a distributed ledger 200 is only a portion of
the ledger, and information can be stored as an entry in any
block in distributed ledger 200. In some embodiments,
distributed ledger 200 is a blockchain. Distributed ledger
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200 may correspond to elements that are depicted and
described with reference to distributed ledger 110 of FIG. 1.

Each block 205-215 may include an index, a timestamp,
a previous block hash, a hash, and data. The index of a block
includes an identifier for the block, such as a unique key. The
timestamp of a block may indicate when the block was
created, validated, and/or last modified. The previous block
hash contains a hash of information in the previous block,
which in turn capture, via their own hash, information in the
next preceding block, ensuring that data recorded in distrib-
uted ledger 200 is immutable. In some embodiments, each
hash may be a cryptographic hash, and may include a hash
of the data stored in its block as well as the data correspond-
ing to the previous block’s hash. Thus, once recorded, the
data in any given block cannot be altered retroactively
without alteration of all subsequent blocks, which involves
consensus of the network majority. The data can include any
desired data, such as a transaction record, video data, text
data, audio data, time-series data, encrypted data, data and
corresponding metadata, and the like.

FIG. 3 shows a system 300 that verifies data from an
oracle prior to storing in a ledger according to an example
embodiment. The system 300 includes a distributed ledger
302, a smart contract 304, a first digital wallet 306, a second
digital wallet 308, an oracle 310, a verifier 312 with a subset
of verifiers including a first verifier 3144, a second verifier
314b, and a third verifier 314¢, data sources 320a-# includ-
ing a first data source 320q, a second data source 3204, a
third data source 320c, a fourth data source 3204, and a fifth
data source 320, and a historical data store 322, according
to an example embodiment.

The notations 1, 2,3 .. .n;a, b, ¢, ... n; “a-n”, “a-d”,
“a-f’, “a-g”, “a-k”, “a-c” and the like illustrate that the
number of elements can vary depending on a particular
implementation and is not limited to the number of elements
being depicted or described. Moreover, these are only
examples of various components, and the number and types
of components, functions, etc. may vary based on a particu-
lar deployment and use case scenario.

The distributed ledger 302 can have the same features and
capabilities as the distributed ledger 110 of FIG. 1. The
distributed ledger 302 may be associated with the smart
contract 304, the first digital wallet 306, and the second
digital wallet 308 which communicate with one another via
a network which may be described as a blockchain network.
Communications within the network may be considered
in-band communications. The distributed ledger 302, the
smart contract 304, the first digital wallet 306, and the
second digital wallet 308 may not be capable of communi-
cating with components, modules, computer programs, and/
or devices outside of the in-band network. An oracle 310
may be used by the distributed ledger 302 as a gateway to
the rest of the world for obtaining out-of-band data and
communications from an out-of-band data source using
communication paths from networks other than the in-band
network. The embodiments presented herein can be
employed to verify data obtained by the oracle 310.

Participants with access to the distributed ledger 302 may
interact with the distributed ledger 302. One form of inter-
action can be accomplished via programmatic means. For
example, the smart contract 304 can interact with the dis-
tributed ledger 302. The smart contract 304 can be a soft-
ware construct that operates in an immutable manner. The
smart contract 304 may use or rely upon ‘signals,” e.g. a data
set, from the outside or real world as part of the input used
to drive the execution of the smart contract 304.
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A wallet, such as the first digital wallet 306 or the second
digital wallet 308, may store information including financial
transaction information and identification information. The
digital wallet can be described as an application or service.
A digital wallet is typically associated with a particular user
or entity and stores keys, passwords, etc. for that user.

The smart contract 304 may interact with a first data set
or a signal from the first data source 320a stored on the
distributed ledger 302. For example, the first data set can
represent real world information such as a real-time stock
price. The first data set may be data that is outside of the
blockchain network. Therefore, the oracle 310 can be used
to obtain the first data set. In one embodiment, all data
obtained by the oracle 310 is passed through the verifier 312
before being sent to the distributed ledger 302 and subse-
quently utilized by the smart contract 304. Thus data from
the oracle 310 is not directly sent to the distributed ledger
302. The verifier 312 can be used to verity that the first data
set is accurate or trustworthy.

The verifier 312 can generate a confidence level regarding
the first data set. The confidence level of the first data set
may be employed to determine whether or not the first data
set is written to the distributed ledger 302 and subsequently
used by the smart contract 304, the first digital wallet 306,
or the second digital wallet 308. The oracle 310 and the first
data source 320q are points that can be compromised and
manipulated. Data written to the distributed ledger 302 is
immutable and any erroneous data will be persistent. There-
fore, the techniques presented herein employ the verifier 312
to ensure trustworthiness or a minimum confidence level
before data from the oracle 310 and the first data source
320aq are written to the distributed ledger 302 and used by
the smart contract 304, the first digital wallet 306, or the
second digital wallet 308. In one example, a high confidence
level, or thl, can be that the first verifier 314a, the second
verifier 314b, and the third verifier 314¢ each concur with
data from the oracle 310. A high confidence level can result
in the data being written to the distributed ledger 302. In one
example, a reduced confidence level, or th2, can be that the
first verifier 314a and the second verifier 31456 each concur
with data from the oracle 310 but the third verifier 314¢ does
not concur. A reduced confidence level can result in the data
being written to the distributed ledger 302 along with a flag
noting the reduced confidence level. In one example, a low
confidence level, or th3, can be that two out of the three
verifiers do not concur with data from the oracle 310. A low
confidence level can result in the data being discarded and
not written to the distributed ledger 302.

The verifier 312 can be described as a verification system
that employs a subset of verifiers including the first verifier
314a, the second verifier 3145, and the third verifier 314¢
where each of the verifiers of the subset of verifiers can
communicate with a data source different from the first data
source 320a. It should be appreciated that any number n of
verifiers can be used for the subset of verifiers. For example,
the system depicts the first verifier 314a obtaining data from
the second data source 3204, the second verifier 3145
obtaining data from the third data source 320c¢, and the third
verifier 314¢ obtaining data from the fourth data source
320d.

The verifier 312 with the subset of verifiers may comprise
various components that may be configured to communicate
in a cryptographically secure manner, using out-of-band or
‘side-channel’ communication paths to a set of alternative
data sources, such as the second data source 3205, the third
data source 320c¢, and the fourth data source 320d. At least
one of the second data source 32054, the third data source
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320c¢, and the fourth data source 3204 may operate as an
out-of-band communication path. In one embodiment, the
first data source 320a, the second data source 3205, the third
data source 320c¢, and the fourth data source 3204 may
provide stock price values. However, one of the second data
source 32054, the third data source 320c¢, and the fourth data
source 3204 may not be a direct stock price value but instead
may be a stock ‘index’. An algorithm may then be employed
to determine the value of a specific stock price from within
the index.

It should be appreciated that the verifier 312 is not limited
to the three alternative data sources including the second
data source 3205, the third data source 320c, and the fourth
data source 3204 but can employ any number of alternative
data sources. The verifier 312 is also not limited to a subset
of' three verifiers as depicted. The verifier 312 can also obtain
data from any number of data sources including the fifth data
source 320x. The fifth data source 320» may be considered
a new data source. When the new data source is obtained, a
new verifier may be initiated or added to the subset of
verifiers and associated with the new data source. The new
data source may be determined to not be a proxy of one of
the existing data sources such as the second data source
3205, the third data source 320c, and the fourth data source
3204. Such a determination about the new data source can
be accomplished via a qualification mechanism that is a
mechanism of the verifier 312. After the new data source has
been obtained, the verifier 312 can obtain data from the new
data source to be used for generating a confidence level
about the data from the first data source 320a.

In one embodiment, the type, range, and trustworthiness
of the alternative data sources contributes to the confidence
that can be achieved in generating a confidence level for the
data obtained by the oracle 310 from the first data source
320a. For instance, the second data source 32054 and the third
data source 320c¢ may represent two independent stock
market data providers, while the fourth data source 3204
may represent a third independent data provider located in a
different geographic region. Moreover, qualification mecha-
nisms may be implemented before onboarding any new data
source (n), to attest to the fact that source (n) is not simply
proxying data from any of the trusted sources previously
onboarded (n-1), (n-2), etc., such as the second data source
3205, the third data source 320c, and the fourth data source
320d.

The second data source 3205, the third data source 320c,
and the fourth data source 3204 may be a subset of a larger
group of data sources that are trusted. In one embodiment,
for any data verification, a random subset of data sources
may be used. The new data source as described above may
be obtained from the larger group of data sources. The
purpose of using distributed data sources (e.g., a subset
within the larger group of data sources), and the verifier 312
that derives confidence levels or trust scores through algo-
rithmic means, is to increase the complexity of performing
a successful attack that may send false data to an oracle.
More specifically, when the verifier 312 receives data from
the oracle 310, it may obtain data from the alternative data
sources including the second data source 3205, the third data
source 320¢, and the fourth data source 3204d. The data from
these alternative and trusted sources may be subsequently
compared. If the data from the second data source 3204, the
third data source 320¢, and the fourth data source 3204
concurs with the data from the first data source 320q, then
the integrity of the data from the first data source 320a may
be confirmed. However, if the data from the second data
source 32054, the third data source 320c¢, and the fourth data
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source 320d do not all agree, then the confidence in the data
from the first data source 320a may be degraded and
remedial actions may be performed. If the data from the first
data source 320a is not trusted then the data from the first
data source 320a may not be provided to the distributed
ledger 302 and/or the smart contract 304. In one example,
remedial action may be that the data from the first data
source 320q is discarded and not written to the distributed
ledger 302. In another example, remedial action may include
resetting a verifier, switching to an alternate data source,
disconnecting a data source, or onboarding a new data
source. In one example, the confidence level, including
indicators of the confidence of a data source from the first
verifier 314a, the second verifier 3145, and the third verifier
314c¢ can be recorded in the historical data store 322. A
verifier associated with a particular data source that has a
low confidence level can be specifically investigated under-
stand the cause of the low confidence level of the particular
data source.

It is worth noting that some data sources are more prone
to volatility and changes in time than others. For instance,
there is a strong likelihood that the price of a given stock
symbol or ticker will show variations or “deltas” between
different trusted data sources (e.g., even when the signals or
samples were obtained within a 100 msec time window). To
compensate for such scenarios, verifier 312 may perform
calibration activities, to profile acceptable deviations in the
data obtained from a set of trusted data sources, such as the
second data source 32054, the third data source 320c¢, and the
fourth data source 320d. This may be maintained over time.
The verifier 312 may perform the calibration and maintain
the acceptable deviations in the data. The calibration may
include the following steps:

Compute the standard deviation for observed deltas
between the data from different data sources.

Determine a corresponding confidence interval based on
the standard deviation obtained.

Identify reported values by the oracle 310 that fall outside
the confidence interval.

The standard deviations can be used to build confidence
intervals. For instance, approximately 95% of the observed
deltas would fall within 2 standards deviations. Hence, the
set of values obtained from the second data source 32054, the
third data source 320c¢, and the fourth data source 3204 may
be compared against the value received at the oracle 310
from the first data source 320a. If the values for the data
received at the oracle 310 are within the confidence interval
computed by the verifier 312, then the values for the data
may be written to the distributed ledger 302 and recorded to
the historical data store 322, which may be used for subse-
quent examination. However, if the values for the data
reported by the oracle 310 falls outside the confidence
interval, then the values for the data provided by the oracle
310 are disregarded. In such case, no value will be recorded
to the distributed ledger 302, and this event may be recorded
in the historical data store 322.

In one embodiment, tolerances to deviations may be
incorporated into the system. For example, a confidence
score that may be less than 100% but higher than a threshold
figure may be acceptable in some circumstances. In one
example, the threshold may be 65%.

Analysis performed over the records stored in the histori-
cal data store 322 allows for the examination of signal
history or data history and may act as a technique to
determine the trustworthiness or credibility of the first data
source 320a provided by the oracle 310, that is, the oracle
310 and the first data source 320a together. The historical
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data in the historical data store 322 may also be used to train
the verifier 312 and adapt over time using reconciliation
techniques, algorithms, and methods, such as the ones listed
below. For instance, a variety of features such as the type of
data being acquired, volatility, latency, and frequency of
change may all play a factor in the accuracy of reconcilia-
tion. Reconciliation techniques therefore play an important
role in ensuring the accuracy and reliability of data provided
by the oracle 310 to the distributed ledger 302 and the smart
contract 304.

Reconciliation methods and algorithms may include but
are not limited to the following algorithms:

1. Threshold reconciliation: This algorithm involves using
multiple sources to provide data and reconciling the data by
setting a threshold for a maximum allowable deviation
between the values. If any source provides a value outside
of the threshold, it is excluded from the reconciliation
process.

2. Weighted average reconciliation: This algorithm
involves assigning weights to each source based on its
reliability or reputation, and then calculating a weighted
average of the values provided by each source. This can help
ensure that the most trustworthy sources have a greater
influence on the final reconciled value.

3. Median reconciliation: This algorithm involves calcu-
lating the median value of the data provided by multiple
sources. This can help filter out any outliers or incorrect
values provided by individual sources.

4. Time-weighted average price (TWAP) reconciliation:
This algorithm involves calculating the average price of an
asset over a specified time period, weighting each price by
the amount of time it was held. This is commonly used for
reconciling prices of cryptocurrencies or tokens.

5. Machine learning-based reconciliation: This algorithm
involves training a machine learning model to reconcile data
from different sources. The model can learn from past data
to improve its accuracy over time, making it particularly
useful for reconciling complex or dynamic data.

The choice of reconciliation algorithm or technique may
depend on the specific application of the smart contract 304,
the type of data from the first data source 320a being
reconciled and any behaviors that would impact the values
provided within a set of data. Different types of data can
include data sets related to temperature, rainfall and ‘spot
weather data’ (e.g. is it sunny now?), geolocation informa-
tion such as the navigation beacon position information of a
ship, and financial information such as a currency pair or
stock value ticker. A choice or selection of a reconciliation
technique may depend on the type of data. For instance,
TWAP reconciliation techniques may be suitable for data
regarding prices, while other reconciliation techniques may
be used for multi-modal data analysis. For example, multi-
modal data analysis may be used to trigger a smart contract
based on presence combining factors, such as location and
time.

The techniques described herein may also be applied
when the discrepancies between the various data sets
observed may be caused by factors that are not necessarily
rooted in cybersecurity threats. For instance, it is not uncom-
mon to find discrepancies in the values reported by inde-
pendent sources (e.g., the dividend offered by a certain
company as reported by Yahoo Finance vs the same dividend
as reported by a broker, such as Charles Schwab). Outdated
data entries persisted by the data sources, unresponsive
APIs, or other factors may also lead to signals that might
incorrectly trigger the smart contract 304.
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FIG. 4 illustrates a flow chart for a method 400 for
verifying data, according to an example embodiment. The
method 400 can be a computer-implemented method or a
method associated with a non-transitory computer readable
storage medium. This method 400 is applicable to operation
of any of the devices, cloud computes, mechanisms, and
engines presented herein. The method 400 includes, at step
410, obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set related to a
first smart contract associated with a distributed ledger. The
method 400 further includes, at step 420, obtaining a plu-
rality of data sets from a plurality of sources, wherein at least
one of the plurality of sources is an out-of-band source. The
method 400 further includes, at step 430, generating a
confidence level of the first data set for validating the first
data set, based on comparing the first data set to the plurality
of data sets. The method 400 further includes, at step 440,
storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on the
confidence level indicating that the plurality of data sets
concurs with the first data set. The method 400 further
includes, at step 450, performing a remedial action without
storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on the
confidence level indicating a discrepancy between the plu-
rality of data sets and the first data set.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, further including: observing deltas between
the plurality of data sets representing changes in data
between the plurality of data sets; computing a standard
deviation of the deltas; and determining a confidence inter-
val based on the standard deviation, wherein the confidence
level of the first data set is generated based on whether the
first data set fall outside of the confidence interval.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, further including: randomly selecting the
plurality of sources from a pool of sources.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, wherein the comparing the first data set to
the plurality of data sets includes: reconciling the first data
set to the plurality of data sets using a reconciliation algo-
rithm.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, wherein the reconciliation algorithm uses a
threshold reconciliation, a weighted average reconciliation,
a median reconciliation, a time-weighted average price
reconciliation, or a machine learning-based reconciliation.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, further including: storing information
related to the confidence level to a data store that stores a
history of confidence levels related to the oracle; and deter-
mining a trust score for the oracle based on the information
related to the confidence level and the history of confidence
levels, wherein the trust score is indicative of a credibility of
the oracle.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate the
method 400, wherein the out-of-band source uses commu-
nications paths from one or more of a data network, a
cellular network, or a local access network that is different
from a network associated with the first smart contract and
the distributed ledger.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
the method 400, further including: determining that a new
source is not a proxy source of one of the plurality of sources
via a qualification mechanism; adding the new source to the
plurality of sources; and obtaining a new data set from the
new source for generating the confidence level.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
one or more non-transitory computer readable storage media
encoded with software including computer executable
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instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the
processor to perform a method, including: obtaining, from
an oracle, a first data set related to a first smart contract
associated with a distributed ledger; obtaining a plurality of
data sets from a plurality of sources, wherein at least one of
the plurality of sources is an out-of-band source; generating
a confidence level regarding the first data set for validating
the first data set, based on comparing the first data set to the
plurality of data sets; storing the first data set in the distrib-
uted ledger based on the confidence level indicating that the
plurality of data sets concurs with the first data set; and
taking a remedial action without storing the first data set in
the distributed ledger based on the confidence level indicat-
ing a discrepancy between the plurality of data sets and the
first data set.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, further
including: observing deltas between the plurality of data sets
representing changes in data between the plurality of data
sets; computing a standard deviation of the deltas; and
determining a confidence interval based on the standard
deviation, wherein the confidence level of the first data set
is generated based on whether the first data set fall outside
of the confidence interval.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, further
including: randomly selecting the plurality of sources from
a pool of sources.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, wherein
the comparing the first data set to the plurality of data sets
includes: reconciling the first data set to the plurality of data
sets using a reconciliation algorithm.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, wherein
the reconciliation algorithm uses a threshold reconciliation,
a weighted average reconciliation, a median reconciliation,
a time-weighted average price reconciliation, or a machine
learning-based reconciliation.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, further
including: storing information related to the confidence level
to a data store that stores a history of confidence levels
related to the oracle; and determining a trust score for the
oracle based on the information related to the confidence
level and the history of confidence levels, wherein the trust
score is indicative of a credibility of the oracle.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, wherein
the out-of-band source uses communications paths from one
or more of a data network, a cellular network, or a local
access network that is different from a network associated
with the first smart contract and the distributed ledger.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
a non-transitory computer readable storage media, further
including: determining that a new source is not a proxy
source of one of the plurality of sources via a qualification
mechanism; adding the new source to the plurality of
sources; and obtaining a new data set from the new source
for generating the confidence level.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
an apparatus, including: a memory; a network interface
configured to enable network communications; and a pro-
cessor, wherein the processor is configured to perform a
method including: obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set
related to a first smart contract associated with a distributed
ledger; obtaining a plurality of data sets from a plurality of
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sources, wherein at least one of the plurality of sources is an
out-of-band source; generating a confidence level regarding
the first data set for validating the first data set, based on
comparing the first data set to the plurality of data sets;
storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on the
confidence level indicating that the plurality of data sets
concurs with the first data set; and taking a remedial action
without storing the first data set in the distributed ledger
based on the confidence level indicating a discrepancy
between the plurality of data sets and the first data set.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
an apparatus, further including: observing deltas between
the plurality of data sets representing changes in data
between the plurality of data sets; computing a standard
deviation of the deltas; and determining a confidence inter-
val based on the standard deviation, wherein the confidence
level of the first data set is generated based on whether the
first data set fall outside of the confidence interval.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
an apparatus, wherein the comparing the first data set to the
plurality of data sets includes: reconciling the first data set
to the plurality of data sets using a reconciliation algorithm.

In some aspects, the techniques described herein relate to
an apparatus, wherein the reconciliation algorithm uses a
threshold reconciliation, a weighted average reconciliation,
a median reconciliation, a time-weighted average price
reconciliation, or a machine learning-based reconciliation.

FIG. 5 illustrates a hardware block diagram of a device
500 that may perform functions associated with operations
discussed herein in connection with the techniques depicted
in FIGS. 1-3. For example, the device 500 can be the
infrastructure 112 of FIG. 1 as well as the components of the
system 300 of FIG. 3.

In at least one embodiment, the device 500 may be any
apparatus that may include one or more processor(s) 502,
one or more memory element(s) 504, storage 506, a bus 508,
one or more network processor unit(s) 510 interconnected
with one or more network input/output (I/O) interface(s)
512, one or more I/O interface(s) 514, and control logic 520.
In various embodiments, instructions associated with logic
for device 500 can overlap in any manner and are not limited
to the specific allocation of instructions and/or operations
described herein.

In at least one embodiment, processor(s) 502 is/are at least
one hardware processor configured to execute various tasks,
operations and/or functions for device 500 as described
herein according to software and/or instructions configured
for device 500. Processor(s) 502 (e.g., a hardware processor)
can execute any type of instructions associated with data to
achieve the operations detailed herein. In one example,
processor(s) 502 can transform an element or an article (e.g.,
data, information) from one state or thing to another state or
thing. Any of potential processing elements, microproces-
sors, digital signal processor, baseband signal processor,
modem, PHY, controllers, systems, managers, logic, and/or
machines described herein can be construed as being encom-
passed within the broad term ‘processor’.

In at least one embodiment, memory element(s) 504
and/or storage 506 is/are configured to store data, informa-
tion, software, and/or instructions associated with device
500, and/or logic configured for memory element(s) 504
and/or storage 506. For example, any logic described herein
(e.g., control logic 520) can, in various embodiments, be
stored for computing device 500 using any combination of
memory element(s) 504 and/or storage 506. Note that in
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some embodiments, storage 506 can be consolidated with
memory element(s) 504 (or vice versa), or can overlap/exist
in any other suitable manner.

In at least one embodiment, bus 508 can be configured as
an interface that enables one or more elements of device 500
to communicate in order to exchange information and/or
data. Bus 508 can be implemented with any architecture
designed for passing control, data and/or information
between processors, memory clements/storage, peripheral
devices, and/or any other hardware and/or software compo-
nents that may be configured for computing device 500. In
at least one embodiment, bus 508 may be implemented as a
fast kernel-hosted interconnect, potentially using shared
memory between processes (e.g., logic), which can enable
efficient communication paths between the processes.

In various embodiments, network processor unit(s) 510
may enable communication between device 500 and other
systems, entities, etc., via network /O interface(s) 512
(wired and/or wireless) to facilitate operations discussed for
various embodiments described herein. In various embodi-
ments, network processor unit(s) 510 can be configured as a
combination of hardware and/or software, such as one or
more Ethernet driver(s) and/or controller(s) or interface
cards, Fibre Channel (e.g., optical) driver(s) and/or control-
ler(s), wireless receivers/transmitters/transceivers, baseband
processor(s)/modem(s), and/or other similar network inter-
face driver(s) and/or controller(s) now known or hereafter
developed to enable communications between device 500
and other systems, entities, etc. to facilitate operations for
various embodiments described herein. In various embodi-
ments, network I/O interface(s) 512 can be configured as one
or more Ethernet port(s), Fibre Channel ports, any other 1/O
port(s), and/or antenna(s)/antenna array(s) now known or
hereafter developed. Thus, the network processor unit(s) 510
and/or network I/O interface(s) 512 may include suitable
interfaces for receiving, transmitting, and/or otherwise com-
municating data and/or information in a network environ-
ment.

1/O interface(s) 514 allow for input and output of data
and/or information with other entities that may be connected
to device 500. For example, 1/O interface(s) 514 may
provide a connection to external devices such as a keyboard,
keypad, a touch screen, and/or any other suitable input
and/or output device now known or hereafter developed. In
some instances, external devices can also include portable
computer readable (non-transitory) storage media such as
data store systems, thumb drives, portable optical or mag-
netic disks, and memory cards. In still some instances,
external devices can be a mechanism to display data to a
user, such as, for example, a computer monitor, a display
screen, or the like.

In various embodiments, control logic 520 can include
instructions that, when executed, cause processor(s) 502 to
perform operations, which can include, but not be limited to,
providing overall control operations of computing device;
interacting with other entities, systems, etc. described
herein; maintaining and/or interacting with stored data,
information, parameters, etc. (e.g., memory element(s), stor-
age, data structures, data stores, tables, etc.); combinations
thereof; and/or the like to facilitate various operations for
embodiments described herein.

The programs described herein (e.g., control logic 520)
may be identified based upon application(s) for which they
are implemented in a specific embodiment. However, it
should be appreciated that any particular program nomen-
clature herein is used merely for convenience; thus, embodi-
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ments herein should not be limited to use(s) solely described
in any specific application(s) identified and/or implied by
such nomenclature.

In another example embodiment, one or more non-tran-
sitory computer readable storage media encoded with
instructions are provided. When the media is executed by a
processor, the instructions cause the processor to execute a
method that includes obtaining, by a digital twin, a first data
set from a first smart contract that stores the first data to a
first distributed ledger and a second data set from a second
smart contract that stores the second data set to a second
distributed ledger. The method further includes determining
operating states of the first and second smart contracts based
on the first data set, the second data set, and one or more
state messages from an oracle associated with the first
distributed ledger and the second distributed ledger. The
method further includes generating a consolidated view of
the first and second smart contracts, based on the operating
states. The method further includes providing the consoli-
dated view of the first and second smart contracts for
monitoring the operating states and interactions between the
first and second smart contracts as a whole.

In yet another example embodiment, an apparatus is
provided. The apparatus includes a memory, a network
interface configured to enable network communications, and
a processor. The processor is configured to perform a
method including obtaining, by a digital twin, a first data set
from a first smart contract that stores the first data to a first
distributed ledger and a second data set from a second smart
contract that stores the second data set to a second distrib-
uted ledger. The method further includes determining oper-
ating states of the first and second smart contracts based on
the first data set, the second data set, and one or more state
messages from an oracle associated with the first distributed
ledger and the second distributed ledger. The method further
includes generating a consolidated view of the first and
second smart contracts, based on the operating states. The
method further includes providing the consolidated view of
the first and second smart contracts for monitoring the
operating states and interactions between the first and sec-
ond smart contracts as a whole.

In various embodiments, any entity or apparatus as
described herein may store data/information in any suitable
volatile and/or non-volatile memory item (e.g., magnetic
hard disk drive, solid state hard drive, semiconductor storage
device, random access memory (RAM), read only memory
(ROM), erasable programmable read only memory
(EPROM), application specific integrated circuit (ASIC),
etc.), software, logic (fixed logic, hardware logic, program-
mable logic, analog logic, digital logic), hardware, and/or in
any other suitable component, device, element, and/or object
as may be appropriate. Any of the memory items discussed
herein should be construed as being encompassed within the
broad term ‘memory element’. Data/information being
tracked and/or sent to one or more entities as discussed
herein could be provided in any data store, table, register,
list, cache, storage, and/or storage structure: all of which can
be referenced at any suitable timeframe. Any such storage
options may also be included within the broad term
‘memory element’ as used herein.

Note that in certain example implementations, operations
as set forth herein may be implemented by logic encoded in
one or more tangible media that is capable of storing
instructions and/or digital information and may be inclusive
of non-transitory tangible media and/or non-transitory com-
puter readable storage media (e.g., embedded logic provided
in: an ASIC, digital signal processing (DSP) instructions,
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software [potentially inclusive of object code and source
code], etc.) for execution by one or more processor(s),
and/or other similar machine, etc. Generally, memory ele-
ment(s) 504 and/or storage 506 can store data, software,
code, instructions (e.g., processor instructions), logic,
parameters, combinations thereof, and/or the like used for
operations described herein. This includes memory
element(s) 504 and/or storage 506 being able to store data,
software, code, instructions (e.g., processor instructions),
logic, parameters, combinations thereof, or the like that are
executed to carry out operations in accordance with teach-
ings of the present disclosure.

In some instances, software of the present embodiments
may be available via a non-transitory computer useable
medium (e.g., magnetic or optical mediums, magneto-optic
mediums, CD-ROM, DVD, memory devices, etc.) of a
stationary or portable program product apparatus, down-
loadable file(s), file wrapper(s), object(s), package(s), con-
tainer(s), and/or the like. In some instances, non-transitory
computer readable storage media may also be removable.
For example, a removable hard drive may be used for
memory/storage in some implementations. Other examples
may include optical and magnetic disks, thumb drives, and
smart cards that can be inserted and/or otherwise connected
to a computing device for transfer onto another computer
readable storage medium.

Variations and Implementations

Embodiments described herein may include one or more
networks, which can represent a series of points and/or
network elements of interconnected communication paths
for receiving and/or transmitting messages (e.g., packets of
information) that propagate through the one or more net-
works. These network elements offer communicative inter-
faces that facilitate communications between the network
elements. A network can include any number of hardware
and/or software elements coupled to (and in communication
with) each other through a communication medium. Such
networks can include, but are not limited to, any local area
network (LAN), virtual LAN (VLAN), wide area network
(WAN) (e.g., the Internet), software defined WAN (SD-
WAN), wireless local area (WLA) access network, wireless
wide area (WWA) access network, metropolitan area net-
work (MAN), Intranet, Extranet, virtual private network
(VPN), Low Power Network (LPN), Low Power Wide Area
Network (LPWAN), Machine to Machine (M2M) network,
Internet of Things (IoT) network, Ethernet network/switch-
ing system, any other appropriate architecture and/or system
that facilitates communications in a network environment,
and/or any suitable combination thereof.

Networks through which communications propagate can
use any suitable technologies for communications including
wireless communications (e.g., 4G/5G/nG, IEEE 802.11
(e.g., Wi-Fi®/Wi-Fi6®), IEEE 802.16 (e.g., Worldwide
Interoperability for Microwave Access (WiMAX)), Radio-
Frequency Identification (RFID), Near Field Communica-
tion (NFC), Bluetooth™ mm.wave, Ultra-Wideband
(UWB), etc.), and/or wired communications (e.g., T1 lines,
T3 lines, digital subscriber lines (DSL), Ethernet, Fibre
Channel, etc.). Generally, any suitable means of communi-
cations may be used such as electric, sound, light, infrared,
and/or radio to facilitate communications through one or
more networks in accordance with embodiments herein.
Communications, interactions, operations, etc. as discussed
for various embodiments described herein may be per-
formed among entities that may directly or indirectly con-
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nected utilizing any algorithms, communication protocols,
interfaces, etc. (proprietary and/or non-proprietary) that
allow for the exchange of data and/or information.

In various example implementations, any entity or appa-
ratus for various embodiments described herein can encom-
pass network elements (which can include virtualized net-
work elements, functions, etc.) such as, for example,
network appliances, forwarders, routers, servers, switches,
gateways, bridges, loadbalancers, firewalls, processors,
modules, radio receivers/transmitters, or any other suitable
device, component, element, or object operable to exchange
information that facilitates or otherwise helps to facilitate
various operations in a network environment as described
for various embodiments herein. Note that with the
examples provided herein, interaction may be described in
terms of one, two, three, or four entities. However, this has
been done for purposes of clarity, simplicity and example
only. The examples provided should not limit the scope or
inhibit the broad teachings of systems, networks, etc.
described herein as potentially applied to a myriad of other
architectures.

Communications in a network environment can be
referred to herein as ‘messages’, ‘messaging’, ‘signaling’,
‘data’, ‘content’, ‘objects’, ‘requests’, ‘queries’, ‘responses’,
‘replies’, etc. which may be inclusive of packets. As referred
to herein and in the claims, the term ‘packet’ may be used in
a generic sense to include packets, frames, segments, data-
grams, and/or any other generic units that may be used to
transmit communications in a network environment. Gen-
erally, a packet is a formatted unit of data that can contain
control or routing information (e.g., source and destination
address, source and destination port, etc.) and data, which is
also sometimes referred to as a ‘payload’, ‘data payload’,
and variations thereof. In some embodiments, control or
routing information, management information, or the like
can be included in packet fields, such as within header(s)
and/or trailer(s) of packets. Internet Protocol (IP) addresses
discussed herein and in the claims can include any IP version
4 (IPv4) and/or IP version 6 (IPv6) addresses.

To the extent that embodiments presented herein relate to
the storage of data, the embodiments may employ any
number of any conventional or other data stores, data stores
or storage structures (e.g., files, data stores, data structures,
data or other repositories, etc.) to store information.

Note that in this Specification, references to various
features (e.g., elements, structures, nodes, modules, compo-
nents, engines, logic, steps, operations, functions, charac-
teristics, etc.) included in ‘one embodiment’, ‘example
embodiment’, ‘an embodiment’, ‘another embodiment’,
‘certain embodiments’, ‘some embodiments’, ‘various
embodiments’, ‘other embodiments’, ‘alternative embodi-
ment’, and the like are intended to mean that any such
features are included in one or more embodiments of the
present disclosure, but may or may not necessarily be
combined in the same embodiments. Note also that a mod-
ule, engine, client, controller, function, logic or the like as
used herein in this Specification, can be inclusive of an
executable file comprising instructions that can be under-
stood and processed on a server, computer, processor,
machine, compute node, combinations thereof, or the like
and may further include library modules loaded during
execution, object files, system files, hardware logic, software
logic, or any other executable modules.

It is also noted that the operations and steps described
with reference to the preceding figures illustrate only some
of the possible scenarios that may be executed by one or
more entities discussed herein. Some of these operations
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may be deleted or removed where appropriate, or these steps
may be modified or changed considerably without departing
from the scope of the presented concepts. In addition, the
timing and sequence of these operations may be altered
considerably and still achieve the results taught in this
disclosure. The preceding operational flows have been
offered for purposes of example and discussion. Substantial
flexibility is provided by the embodiments in that any
suitable arrangements, chronologies, configurations, and
timing mechanisms may be provided without departing from
the teachings of the discussed concepts.

As used herein, unless expressly stated to the contrary, use
of the phrase ‘at least one of”, ‘one or more of’, ‘and/or’,
variations thereof, or the like are open-ended expressions
that are both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation for any
and all possible combination of the associated listed items.
For example, each of the expressions ‘at least one of X, Y
and Z’, ‘at least one of X, Y or Z’, ‘one or more of X, Y and
7, ‘one or more of X, Yor Z” and ‘X, Y and/or Z’ can mean
any of the following: 1) X, but not Y and not Z; 2) Y, but not
X and not Z; 3) Z, but not X and not Y; 4) X and Y, but not
Z;5)X and Z, butnot Y; 6) Y and Z, but not X; or 7) X, Y,
and Z.

Each example embodiment disclosed herein has been
included to present one or more different features. However,
all disclosed example embodiments are designed to work
together as part of a single larger system or method. This
disclosure explicitly envisions compound embodiments that
combine multiple previously-discussed features in different
example embodiments into a single system or method.

Additionally, unless expressly stated to the contrary, the
terms ‘first’, ‘second’, ‘third’, etc., are intended to distin-
guish the particular nouns they modify (e.g., element, con-
dition, node, module, activity, operation, etc.). Unless
expressly stated to the contrary, the use of these terms is not
intended to indicate any type of order, rank, importance,
temporal sequence, or hierarchy of the modified noun. For
example, ‘first X’ and ‘second X’ are intended to designate
two ‘X’ elements that are not necessarily limited by any
order, rank, importance, temporal sequence, or hierarchy of
the two elements. Further as referred to herein, ‘at least one
of” and ‘one or more of” can be represented using the ‘(s)’
nomenclature (e.g., one or more element(s)).

One or more advantages described herein are not meant to
suggest that any one of the embodiments described herein
necessarily provides all of the described advantages or that
all the embodiments of the present disclosure necessarily
provide any one of the described advantages. Numerous
other changes, substitutions, variations, alterations, and/or
modifications may be ascertained to one skilled in the art and
it is intended that the present disclosure encompass all such
changes, substitutions, variations, alterations, and/or modi-
fications as falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method comprising:
obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set related to a first
smart contract associated with a distributed ledger;
obtaining a plurality of data sets from a plurality of
sources, wherein at least one of the plurality of sources
is an out-of-band source;

generating a confidence level of the first data set for
validating the first data set, based on comparing the first
data set to the plurality of data sets;

storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on
the confidence level indicating that the plurality of data
sets concurs with the first data set;
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performing a remedial action without storing the first data
set in the distributed ledger based on the confidence
level indicating a discrepancy between the plurality of
data sets and the first data set;

storing information related to the confidence level to a

data store that stores a history of confidence levels
related to the oracle; and

determining a trust score for the oracle based on the

information related to the confidence level and the
history of confidence levels, wherein the trust score is
indicative of a credibility of the oracle.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

observing deltas between the plurality of data sets repre-

senting changes in data between the plurality of data
sets;

computing a standard deviation of the deltas; and

determining a confidence interval based on the standard

deviation,

wherein the confidence level of the first data set is

generated based on whether the first data set fall outside
of the confidence interval.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

randomly selecting the plurality of sources from a pool of

sources.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein comparing the first data set to the plurality of data
sets comprises:

reconciling the first data set to the plurality of data sets

using a reconciliation algorithm.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4,
wherein the reconciliation algorithm uses a threshold rec-
onciliation, a weighted average reconciliation, a median
reconciliation, a time-weighted average price reconciliation,
or a machine learning-based reconciliation.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the out-of-band source uses communications paths
from one or more of a data network, a cellular network, or
a local access network that is different from a network
associated with the first smart contract and the distributed
ledger.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

determining that a new source is not a proxy source of one

of the plurality of sources via a qualification mecha-
nism;

adding the new source to the plurality of sources; and

obtaining a new data set from the new source for gener-

ating the confidence level.
8. One or more non-transitory computer readable storage
media encoded with software comprising computer execut-
able instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause
the processor to perform a method, comprising:
obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set related to a first
smart contract associated with a distributed ledger;

obtaining a plurality of data sets from a plurality of
sources, wherein at least one of the plurality of sources
is an out-of-band source;

generating a confidence level of the first data set for

validating the first data set, based on comparing the first
data set to the plurality of data sets;

storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based on

the confidence level indicating that the plurality of data
sets concurs with the first data set;

performing a remedial action without storing the first data

set in the distributed ledger based on the confidence
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level indicating a discrepancy between the plurality of
data sets and the first data set,

observing deltas between the plurality of data sets repre-

senting changes in data between the plurality of data
sets;

computing a standard deviation of the deltas; and

determining a confidence interval based on the standard

deviation, wherein the confidence level of the first data
set is generated based on whether the first data set fall
outside of the confidence interval.

9. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 8, further comprising:

randomly selecting the plurality of sources from a pool of

sources.

10. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 8, wherein comparing the first data
set to the plurality of data sets comprises:

reconciling the first data set to the plurality of data sets

using a reconciliation algorithm.

11. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 10, wherein the reconciliation algo-
rithm uses a threshold reconciliation, a weighted average
reconciliation, a median reconciliation, a time-weighted
average price reconciliation, or a machine learning-based
reconciliation.

12. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 8, further comprising:

storing information related to the confidence level to a

data store that stores a history of confidence levels
related to the oracle; and

determining a trust score for the oracle based on the

information related to the confidence level and the
history of confidence levels, wherein the trust score is
indicative of a credibility of the oracle.

13. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 8, wherein the out-of-band source
uses communications paths from one or more of a data
network, a cellular network, or a local access network that
is different from a network associated with the first smart
contract and the distributed ledger.

14. The one or more non-transitory computer readable
storage media of claim 8, further comprising:

determining that a new source is not a proxy source of one

of the plurality of sources via a qualification mecha-
nism;

adding the new source to the plurality of sources; and

obtaining a new data set from the new source for gener-

ating the confidence level.

15. An apparatus comprising:

a memory;

a network interface configured to enable network com-

munications; and

a processor, wherein the processor is configured to per-

form a method comprising:
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obtaining, from an oracle, a first data set related to a
first smart contract associated with a distributed
ledger;

obtaining a plurality of data sets from a plurality of
sources, wherein at least one of the plurality of
sources is an out-of-band source;

generating a confidence level of the first data set for
validating the first data set, based on comparing the
first data set to the plurality of data sets;

storing the first data set in the distributed ledger based
on the confidence level indicating that the plurality
of data sets concurs with the first data set;

performing a remedial action without storing the first
data set in the distributed ledger based on the con-
fidence level indicating a discrepancy between the
plurality of data sets and the first data set;

storing information related to the confidence level to a
data store that stores a history of confidence levels
related to the oracle; and

determining a trust score for the oracle based on the
information related to the confidence level and the
history of confidence levels, wherein the trust score
is indicative of a credibility of the oracle.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to perform:

observing deltas between the plurality of data sets repre-

senting changes in data between the plurality of data

sets;

computing a standard deviation of the deltas; and

determining a confidence interval based on the standard

deviation,

wherein the confidence level of the first data set is

generated based on whether the first data set fall outside

of the confidence interval.

17. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein comparing the first
data set to the plurality of data sets comprises:

reconciling the first data set to the plurality of data sets

using a reconciliation algorithm.

18. The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the reconciliation
algorithm uses a threshold reconciliation, a weighted aver-
age reconciliation, a median reconciliation, a time-weighted
average price reconciliation, or a machine learning-based
reconciliation.

19. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to perform:

randomly selecting the plurality of sources from a pool of

sources.

20. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the out-of-band
source uses communications paths from one or more of a
data network, a cellular network, or a local access network
that is different from a network associated with the first
smart contract and the distributed ledger.

#* #* #* #* #*
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